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Dear Valued Community Member,

As we hit the full stride of a beautiful New England summer, we hope this request finds many of you enjoying valuable family time and restful vacations.  For many of us, who have served as youth court volunteers during our high school years, this is an exciting time as we prepare to spread our wings and begin our journey to college. However, with the recent economic crisis plaguing millions of Americans, our families are finding it even more difficult to afford college expenses.  New Bedford Youth Court has been able to provide high school volunteer lawyers with over $40,000 in scholarship over the past seven years to further their educational goals.  This year our efforts have expanded to launch Fall River Youth Court, and 35 new volunteers are slated for potential scholarship awards in spring 2010.  After our 7th year of celebrating our volunteers during our spring recognition ceremony, we are sad to say that the prospect of continuing the scholarship awards is looking grim.  The scholarship fund nearly has been depleted as a result of cutbacks in funding and a lack of new grant opportunities.  We recognize these tough times affect everyone, but we are respectfully asking you to consider a nominal donation to the Youth Court Scholarship Fund, so we may continue this valued tradition.  100% of your donation will be used for scholarships and your contribution is tax deductible.  
Youth Court is a special diversion program because it is peer driven. The roles in the courtroom, including, defense attorneys, prosecutors, bailiff, and clerk are assumed by student volunteers. Our high school volunteers and staff have processed over 750 cases and devoted a combined more than 15,000 hours of community service. The scholarships are a way to recognize the volunteers that generously give of their time throughout the year. The scholarships are given based on attendance, dedication, and performance while working in the courtroom. These important scholarships provide our volunteers with money that helps with tuition, books, and other expenses related to their college education.

As former volunteers and recipients of this scholarship we would like to inform you of how vital both Youth Court and the scholarship program are to the volunteers. We have personally seen respondents come into the courtroom on the night of their hearing with assault and battery charges, a bad attitude, and completely distressed parents in the worst situation possible; and change. After completing their sanctions we have seen respondents not only atone for their crimes, but become deeply involved and caring about the community they live in and the people they interact with on a daily basis.  The change in the respondents’ attitudes is enough for the volunteers to continue giving of their time. However, the scholarship program is a nice way to encourage our volunteers in college to continue to give of their time because they see that their hard efforts are rewarded.
Unfortunately, with recent cutbacks in grant and private funding, our annual scholarships are in jeopardy. Enclosed is a scholarship pledge card. Any pledge you make will help to maintain these vital scholarships. The “Your Honorable” gift will allow you to pledge an actual scholarship in your name, in the memory of someone else’s name or a business or association name. “Responsible Respondent” and “Astounding Attorney” donations will be grouped with other donors to ensure we have available funds for all deserving scholarship recipients. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Sincerely yours,
Justin Alves



                                   
  Ashlee Aguiar      
Volunteer 2007-present, 160 hours served         
   Volunteer 2007-present, 195 hours served
Note: As one of the founders of New Bedford Youth Court, I would like to make a personal plea asking for your gift to the Youth Court Scholarship Fund.  Youth courts would not exist without these volunteer students and they are the backbone of our success.  I have had the privilege to work with over 250 of them and have watched them continue on to college and later return to again serve, helping the next generation of volunteers to be successful. Please take a moment to read the attached testimonial from a grateful Mom of a recent volunteer.  This is truly why I thank you in advance for your generous consideration.  - Lisa Birknes Tavares
A Testimonial from a Proud Youth Court Mother

 The following statement was received from a youth court volunteer’s Mother after providing us with the necessary information to forward his scholarship funds.

 “As a footnote(a very important one!) I must tell you that according to his guidance counselor at the high school, Harvard called prior to accepting him (did you know he was accepted there?!) and spoke to Guidance. There were 3 things on his resume that set him apart from others: his Mass Referee involvement, his supervisory experience at Water Wizz last summer and his involvement in New Bedford Youth Court. Another high school graduate felt that his involvement in Youth Court played a part in attaining his full scholarship to Northeastern University this past year as well.  I have absolutely no doubt that Youth Court involvement is responsible in large part for the success of both boys. Many others have the grades and other extracurricular activities, but it seems that the schools are looking for activities outside the comfort zone of the high school, especially in a leadership role. When people in town congratulate me on DJ's success, I tell them that it was all his own doing and hard work, then tell them about Youth Court. Many of them have high school students and I have told them to encourage these students to get involved with this organization. I hope you find more volunteers in the coming years looking to succeed as DJ and the other student have.”

Jayne Corey

